CROFT VILLAGE NEWS
BROUGHT TO YOU BY CROFT PARISH COUNCIL
Welcome to this edition of the
Croft Parish Council Newsletter!

The next edition will be out in
May 2019 and is delivered to all
houses in Croft.
If you or your organisation have
events to publicise, the Council
will be pleased to include them.

The community has a full diary of
events leading up to Christmas
and beyond!
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON!
Saturday 1st December at 6.30pm
Join us at the Heathcote Arms
for an evening of festive fun!
Croft Silver Band will be
playing and this year we
also have a DJ to play
some Christmas tunes
to help get us in the
spirit, along with some
games to play and stalls selling seasonal
goods.

Sunday 11th November at 10.50
0.50am
Join us for our annual parade and service at the
memorial. This year the parade will revert to it’s
original longer route
The Heathcote Arms will be serving hot drinks and
soup from 10.30am to keep everyone warm. All
proceeds will be donated to the Royal British Legion.

OTHER EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY
Bonfire Night at the Heathcote Arms – Sat 3rd Nov.
Coffee and Cake Morning at the Church
Church. Sat 10th Nov. 10.00am – Midday. To mark the 100th
anniversary of the end of the First World War
War.
Croft Hill Pudding Chase – Sat 15th Dec. – Watch the notice boards for further info.
info
Croft & District Flower Club – Wed 21st Nov – Christmas Car Boot Collection Floral Demonstration
Church Autumn Fair at Croft School
chool – Sat 24th Nov 11am – 2pm
Messy Church– Sun 25th Nov 10am – at Croft School! One hour of extreme fun for families!
Readings and Carols with Croft Silver band in Church – Sat 15th Dec at 4pm – Mulled wine
served after the service!
Breakfast with Santa at the Heathcote Arms – Sun 16th Dec.
Christingle Service for all the family – Christmas Eve – 3pm
Late Communion – Christmas Eve 10pm
Family Celebration Communion – Christmas Day 10am
80’s New Year’s Eve Party at the Heathcote Arms – Mon 31st Dec.
Messy Church at Croft School – Sun 27th January at 10am
Croft Fun Day – Sat 8th Jun 2019
Parish Council Meetings - 8th Nov, 13th Dec, 10th Jan 2019 and 14th Feb at 7.00pm at the Sports
Pavilion, Winston Avenue. All residents are invited to attend Parish Council meetings and listen to
what is being discussed, with a period up to 15 minutes set aside at the beginning of each meeting for
you to air your views about local issues/serv
issues/services.
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CROFT NEWSREEL
Croft Village Hall – Following the approval of planning permission, we are now in a position to
begin fundraising so we can commence the build and bring a new village hall to the community. We
received positive feedback from our village survey and have begun organising many fundraising
events for 2019 so watch this space!

Croft Fun Day – This year boasted the most successful
event to date and it was the first year we donated the
proceeds to a charity. We managed to raise £867.2
£867.26 for the
Brain Tumour Charity in memory of our former long serving
County Councillor Ernie White. Next
ext year we will be bringing it home to the village – If you are a local,
non-profit
profit group and wish to enter a bid for next year’s Fun Day donation, please get in touch with us.

Hinckley Rail Freight Interchange – You will all have received full details of this in the post but
just a reminder that a large multi-purpose
purpose freight interchange and distribution centre linked into both
the rail and trunk road systems
ems is being proposed at J2 of the M69 between Burbage Wood, Aston
Firs, Freeholt Wood, Elmesthorpe and the Felixstowe to Nuneaton railway.
You’re invited to attend a public exhibition drop-in
drop
session on the following dates:
• Fri 2nd Nov, 1-7pm – Stoney Stanton Village
Vill
Hall
• Wed. 7th Nov, 2-8pm –George
George Ward Centre
• Fri 9th Nov, 12-6pm – St Francis Comm Ctre
• Sat 10th Nov, 12-6pm – St Fran Comm Ctre

The informal consultation sessions will be hosted by the
developer dbsymmetry, who
o will be there to answer any
questions you may have on how this proposal will affect
our local area. It will affect Croft!
More information is available via www.hinckleynrfi.co.uk
or by emailing hinckleynrfi@lexcomm.co.uk
fi@lexcomm.co.uk .
If you don’t have access to a computer please feel free to contact us for guidance.

Local bank branch closures – Following the closure of Natwest, Narborough
on 6th June, the Enderby branch of Barclays is set to close on Friday 2nd
November. For further details see home. Barclays/ukbranchclosures or why
hy not
check with our village Post Office/Village
/Village Store on Pochin Street for more details of
the services available local to you.

Leicestershire County Council consider unitary statu
status – Proposals to replace the current
County Council and 7 District Councils with a new combined, single Council. If approved,
approved it’s
anticipated that more services will be passed onto Parish Councils, which inevitably will impact on the
parish precept. We urge all residents to look out for further announcements on this subject, so you
can have your say!

Changes to Highway Verge Maintenance
Following a review of the countywide grass cutting operation, maintenance of highway verges within
our Parish now reverts to the responsibility of Leicestershire CC. The County Council say the
standard of grass cutting and the frequency of cuts will not b
be
e affected, in line with their current
service level of 6 cuts per season.
The Fun Park and Sports Ground remain the responsibility of the parish council and are cut regularly
by a parish council appointed contractor from the local area.
Please visit www.leicestershire.gov.uk/grass
www.leicestershire.gov.uk/grass-cutting for the most up-to-date
date information, including
programmed cut dates, and a map of which areas are cut by the County Council
Council.
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Croft Primary School Update
We have had another fantastic year at Croft Church of England
Primary. Our year 6 results in July were the best of all schools in
the local area and above local plus national averages in all areas.
We were delighted to be re-inspected by the church authorities
(SIAMS) and turned a 2015 inadequate judgement, under the
previous school leadership, into ‘OUTSTANDING across all
areas’. We were particularly delighted that the report highlights
how strong our community is as we work together to ensure our
children have the best possible experiences and starts in life.
A full copy of the report can be found on our school website.
As always it is an honour to serve the community of Croft and I thank you for your continued support.
Trudie Colotto, Headteacher (and winner of this year’s Croft Village Cup!)

Croft & District Royal British Legion
Thanks to a fantastic 2017 Poppy Appeal the branch raised £33,863.
Thanks to all who helped with the Appeal.
If you would like to help us this year please contact Brian Thomas.
This year GP90 took place in Ypres (wipers) in Belgium. This was to
commemorate the ending of WW1 and the great parade that was held in 1928 by Royal British Legion
branches & families of those lost. Over 1100 Standards and wreath bearers paraded through Ypres
and our branch was represented. Although our Standard was in attendance it was carried by a young
lady from Scotland as we do not have a Standard Bearer. Adrian, our last S/B has retired and we are
in need of a volunteer to take over this position (any willing volunteers?).
Our branch Chairman had the honour of carrying the Leicestershire & Rutland County Wreath
alongside the County Standard whilst our branch treasurer carried the branch wreath.
Our branch needs to keep moving forward and to do this our membership has to increase. You do
not have to be Ex-Service to be a member, so if you would like to join us, please contact Brian
Thomas for more details.

Job Vacancy – General Handyman
Croft Parish Council are recruiting a General Handyperson for 10 hours per week to
carry out various duties around the village at a real living wage rate of £8.75 per
hour.
For more details about the job and how to apply, please visit the vacancies page on
our website or contact the Clerk, Stuart Bacon on 07922 614585.

Community Speedwatch – Speeding traffic has been an ongoing

AND FINALLY

issue in Croft for quite some time and we are working hard to get
something done about it! As part of our efforts to reduce speeding
traffic through the village, we are looking for 5 volunteers who would
be willing to take part in a community speedwatch programme.
If you are interested please contact us.

Fundraising – We are keen to organise as many fundraising
opportunities as possible to raise money for the Village Hall project
and our local groups in the village. If anyone has any ideas for
fundraising or would like help or advice in organising their own
fundraising events, please contact us.

YOUR VILLAGE
NEEDS YOU!!!

Village Cup – Each year we choose a worthy winner of the Village
Cup. Last year was Headteacher of Croft School, Trudie Colotto.
If anyone would like to nominate an individual for this award, please
make your suggestion known to the Council by the end of February
2019.
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Don’t give your neighbours the dog!
Owning a dog brings great happiness but is also a lifelong responsibility to the dog. Unfortunately, the
levels of dog mess around the village are often a cause for concern for some residents.
In an attempt to encourage responsible dog ownership, we would like to remind
all dog owners/walkers that the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act
2005 has powers to make Dog Control Orders. The maximum fine upon
conviction for a Dog Control Order offence is £1,000, and Fixed Penalty Notices
may also be issued. Authorised officers of local authorities can issue fixed
penalty notices, fixed at £50 and/or seek prosecution where a fine of up to £1,000
may be given upon conviction.
These fines also relate to the law around dogs wearing a name tag.

Croft Parish Council Newsletter - Online & Community Info.
Are you struggling to remember where you put the last copy of the Croft Parish Council Newsletter?
Was there an article you would like to read again? Well there’s good news if that’s the case. Copies
of the parish council newsletter can be found on the parish council website, in the Community pages.
You can also find out more information about local groups and activities, details of forthcoming events
in the community (of which we would be happy to advertise for all local groups) and details of the
various community venues should you wish to hold your own event.
https://www.croftparishcouncil.org.uk/community.html

How to Contact Your Local Councillors
Should you have an issue to raise or a question about something going on in your community that you
would like answers to, please don’t hesitate to contact the Clerk or one of your local Councillors for
help, support and advice.
Cllr CLIVE MAWBY (Chairman) 5 Salisbury Avenue,
Cllr PHILIP SMITH (Vice-Chairman) 25 Sparkenhoe,
Cllr SHARON AMEY 1 The Green,
Cllr CHRIS HOLMES 2 Brookes Avenue,
Cllr RICHARD HOWARD 49 Broughton Road.
Cllr CARL KING 18 Bala Road,
Cllr AARON SPENCE Fulmore Farm, Croft Road, Cosby,
Cllr SUE RHODES 9 The Green,
Cllr MAGGIE WRIGHT

(County Councillor)

Cllr DAVID FREER

(District Councillor) -

STUART BACON

(Parish Clerk)
www.croftparishcouncil.org.uk

(01455) 285 468
(01455) 282 470
07734 152 166
(01455) 282 703
(01455) 282 284
(01455) 282 632
07767 787 223
07787 515 469

07815 450 031
maggie.wright@leics.gov.uk
07976 667 703
cllr.david.freer@blaby.gov.uk
07922 614 585
clerk@croftparishcouncil.org.uk

Would you like to know more about what is happening locally?
Have you been keeping up to date with the Parish Council and what’s happening in the village on
Twitter or Facebook? Why not look us up and ‘Like’ / ‘Follow’ us to be kept up to date with the latest
news and info from the Parish Council and links to other helpful, informative and important news from
our partners.
facebook.com/CroftPC.LE9

twitter.com/Croft_PC

